12 Steps to a Sustainable School
Suggestions made by a variety of middle school and high school students throughout CT

1. Teaching
· Implement  a “green month”
· Have a green company come and talk to schools about why solar power is important

· Discuss with teachers how to deal with hazardous wastes
2. Purchasing and Administrative Services
· Open a school eco store
3. Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling:  

· Use plastic trays in the cafeteria everyday.  

· Compost waste in the cafeteria

· Serve food on environmentally friendly trays and plates.

· Make signs so the students and custodians know what to throw away and where.

4.  Energy Conservation
· Take 10 minutes twice a week with no power

· Turn off all unnecessary lights and computers when not in use.   
· Turn off the A/C in the summer.   
· Help residents of your town do a carbon inventory of households

5. Energy Purchasing
· Plant more trees to create shade so less power is used for A/C.  

· Install solar and wind power at schools and town buildings.  
· Consider skylights and bigger windows

· Call green power companies to explore buying “green” energy.  Then get green power company to come and talk at the school.

6. Water and waste water
· Dual flush water saving toilets 
· Use rainwater for irrigation instead of sprinklers

· Fix the leaky faucets 
· Install a gray water system

7.  Hazardous Materials
· Use green cleaners  
· Start battery recycling and electronics recycling programs  
· Host a hazardous waste pickup day for the town  
· Educate the town on what they should or should not throw away.   

8.  Transportation  

· Ride bikes to school or walk  
· Carpool  
· Organize a school holiday where everyone takes the bus or walks to school together.  
· Take a city bus  
· Implement “No idling” at the curb
· Diesel fuel for school vehicles, use the old oil in the kitchen  
· Explore alternate fuels  
9.  Food and food Services  

· Grow fruit and veggies on school grounds for the cafeteria to cook.   
· Compost bin in the cafeteria  
· Buy locally  
· Eating in season

· Buy in Bulk

· Let the back field grow to hay and sell for money  
10.  Campus grounds and Land use
· Plant more native trees and bushes in the courtyard and around the school grounds.   
· Plant flowers that are water conservative   

· Compost materials

· Rain water recapture for irrigation sprinklers  

· Diesel mowers powered by the oil in the kitchen. 
11. New construction
· Build a multipurpose building that is LEED certified

12.  Campus Planning and Design
· Plan ahead for a greener future!

