2009 Phase One Teams
Coventry High School, Coventry

Contact: Mike Peracchio mperacchio@coventryct.org 
Goals:

· To increase lunchroom recycling

· Reduce energy use by 5%

· Increase student exposure to environmentally friendly ideas.

Accomplishments:

· Placed more recycling bins in their school

· Created an electronics pledge sheet for teachers to turn off lights, computers, etc.

· Planned an Environmental music festival for the summer of 2009.

· Raised $1,573 to buy 456 plastic trays for the lunchroom

· Relay a message to turn off the television after morning announcements

· Provide students with a weekly environmental tip

The team partnered with school clubs, the art and music departments, facilities and food service staff, and community businesses.
Lyman High School, Lebanon

Contact: Kelly Ennis Kelly.ennis@bebanonct.edu 
Goals: 

· To raise awareness of one’s carbon footprint

· Reduce carbon emissions

· Educate students on their carbon footprints’ impacts.
Accomplishments:
· Surveyed their biology class on their current carbon footprint using myfootprint.org and the emissions reductions calculator.
Harbor School, New London

Contact: Jody Barthel barthelj@newlondon.org 
Goals:

·  Partnered to reforest the tropics to purchase a hectare (2.5 acres) of forest in Costa Rica for carbon sequestration.  
Accomplishments:

75 students (grades 4 & 5) from four elementary schools-

· Learned about carbon sequestration

· Measured New London Public Schools carbon footprint

· Partnered with Superior Nut Company

· Received grants of $1500.00 

· Wrote letters to New London businesses for donations

· Presented the project to the board of education and raised $1000.00

· The forest purchase will sequester 20-25 tons CO2 per year over 25 years

Robbins Middle School, Farmington
Contact:  John Berry berryjohn@fpsct.org 
”Farmington Frenzy” team

Goals:

· Promote buy local produce

· Promote sustainable lifestyle choices

Accomplishments:

· Worked with Eaton farm, a local environmentally friendly business, promoting buying, locally grown produce

· Worked with their families to improve sustainable lifestyle choices

· Established a community gardening class at the farm for residents and students  

Robbins Middle School, Farmington

Contact:  John Berry berryjohn@fpsct.org 

 “Carbon Crunchers” team

Goals:

· Tracking home energy use with a goal of 10% reduction
· Changing to CFL’s turning off the lights and drying on clotheslines

· Increase buying organic and nature foods by 35% surveying families several times

· Increase carpooling for sports events and after school activities
· “Grade” families on progress in more sustainable shopping, energy use, transportation.
Robbins Middle School, Farmington

Contact:

“Carbon Controlling” 

Goals:

· Challenge their families to reduce electricity use, water use, and increase compost

· Taking a “Carbon Control Poll,” hold family forums to educate them 

· Check and log home temperatures everyday to be no warmer than 68°F in the winter or cooler than 72°F in the summer.
· Create family calendars with energy saving reminders
East Lyme High School, East Lyme
Contact: Laura McClure laura.mcclure@eastlymeschools.org 
Goals:

· Decrease electricity use, invest in more clean energy and fuels, and improve recycling

Accomplishments:

· Research buying solar panels for the school 

· Research replacing televisions with clocks to reduce energy consumption.

· Messaging about increasing recycling in school and community
· Promoted composting in community

· Researched using biofuel in school buses

· Researched more environmentally friendly water bottles in vending machines.

St. Peter-Sacred Heart Middle School, Danbury

Contact: Katherin Sniffin km-sniffin@sbcglobal.net 
“Changing the World, One House at a Time Team”

Goals:

· To reduce home carbon emissions

Accomplishments:

· Educated the family about reducing carbon emissions and home efficiency

· Changed lighting use

· Replaced electric heat with a pellet stove

· Replaced an inefficient hot water heater with an instant gas heater

· Replaced old appliance with more efficient, Energy Star models

St. Peter Sacred Heart Middle School, Danbury

Contact: Katherin Sniffin km-sniffin@sbcglobal.net 

 “Operation Pollution Termination Team”

Goal: 

· To make the school more energy efficient

Accomplishments:

· Consulted with an energy services company to reduce electric use
· Arranged to have a future energy audit with CL&P

· Made presentations on recycling at school and made posters

· Plan to get new lighting, motion controls, and smart thermostats installed in each room

· Encourage recycling with more bins and track increase in usage by weighing them

Thomas Edison Middle School, Meriden
Contact: Chris Newlan cnewlan@aces.org 
Goals: 
· Reduce energy use in school

· Increase recycling

· Decrease waste

· Increase awareness of climate change issues

Accomplished:

· Working to get solar panels 

· Started a “blackout day” each month to turn off lights in classrooms and unused spaces 

· Encouraged cleanup of school grounds on these days 

· Trying to replace Styrofoam lunch trays  with reusable or biodegradable ones 
· Place more recycling bins around school and making bin lids for recycling bins to keep out trash

· Want to start videos, surveys, a green school store, and an essay contest to raise awareness

· Teaching a CFL lab for other students

· Raised money for projects in “Penny Wars”

2009 Phase Two Teams

Irving A. Robbins Middle School, Farmington
Contact:  John Berry berryjohn@fpsct.org 
“Global Warming Warriors” team
Goal:  This team hopes to encourage families to be more environmentally conscious.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:

· Had families fill out surveys so that they can figure out their carbon footprint.

· Supplied families with 96 Gallon garbage can marked off in tenths so that they can track waste output.

· Utilized electricity bills to monitor their power usage.

· Had potluck dinners every few months for families to get together and discuss their how the project was going.  Used forum to give out newspaper and magazine articles with information to help reduce their carbon footprint.
· Went to Town Council meetings to voice opinions.

· Participated in an environmental fair for young children.

· At end of project, families surveyed again, hope to get a “five star” status.

Scofield Magnet Middle School, Stamford
Contact: Louise McMinn lmcminn@ci.stamford.ct.us 
Goal:  To create a school recycling system and make the school more environmentally friendly.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:

· Continued a recycling program that included bottles, cans, paper.

· Started a food basket program that people put extra food in for kids who do not have lunch, bread and fruit given to animals at Stamford Nature Center.

· Collected can tabs and bottle caps at lunch for charity.

· Encouraged people to use reusable water bottles.

· Held a sneaker drive that recycled old sneakers to make turf for playgrounds.

· Made sure that light sensors in school worked properly and to have people turn off computers when not using them to conserve electricity.

· Notified public of ideas through school forums and science nights.

Danbury High School
Contact: Andrea Larosa@danbury.k12.ct.us 
Goal:  Promote green reform in the school system and around town and also encourage youth to be involved in environmental clubs.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:
· Film festival with videos made by students promoting environmental awareness and changing aspects of one’s lifestyle for environmental protection.

· Established a recycling program in the high school to deal with staggering paper, cans, and bottles.

· Attempt to eliminate the use of Styrofoam trays and plastic utensils in school cafeterias.  

· Organized a show with Tri-M Music Honor society to help get their message and ideas out.  Had an audience of 494 people with entertainment provided by videos and 9 musical performances.

Hillcrest Middle School, Trumbull
Contact: Brian Hendrickson bhendric@trumbullps.org 
Goal:  Lower the carbon emissions of their school and educate the students so that they and their families can try to stop Global Warming.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:

· Survey students and staff at the school to make sure they are keeping true to their word and doing everything they can to reduce carbon emissions.

· Making sure that teachers use less energy in the classroom.

· Purchased recycling bins for the school cafeteria.

· Hold public assemblies and forums to motivate the townspeople to take action and help achieve these goals.

Stafford High School
Contact: Kevin Shea  shea_kevin_john@sbcglobal.net 
Goal:  Implement a recycling program to make the high school a zero waste producer.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:

· Built, managed, and distributed over 50 recycling containers decorated with environmental slogans to all classrooms and work areas in the building.

· Provided with a dumpster designated for bottles, paper, and other recycling.

· Students educated their schoolmates about major environmental issues of the day such as global warming, recycling, renewable energies, habitat destruction, and sustainability.

· Students create daily public service announcements of environmental issues.

· School wide assembly on effects of climate change, consumption crisis, recycling, and energy use.

· Banned polystyrene food trays at school.

Fairfield Warde High School

Contact: Matt Connery mconnery@fairfield.k12.ct.us 
Goal:  Equip all schools in the Fairfield Public School System with the latest PV thin film technology to supplement and reduce CO2 production from electricity consumption to more than zero, or to become a net electricity producer/exporter.
Steps to Accomplish Goal:

· Reroof the entire Fairfield Warde High School with Integrated Solar Corporation’s PV roof membrane product.

· Long-term goal is to reroof all school with this material.

· Goals for long term include reducing energy consumption by using different roof materials that are to become available to the public after it is completed extensive testing to make it so that school is more efficient.  


