Keep Connecticut Cool 2010 Team Solution Plans 
Summary


Phase One, First Year Teams

Avon High School, Avon

Contact: Michael Marella mmarella@avon.k12.ct.us 

Goals:

· Reduce energy usage within the school by as much as possible

· Encourage more citizens to sign up for clean energy

· Educate residents on the benefits of clean energy and ways to conserve energy

Accomplishments:

· Had a booth at Avon Day to raise awareness of clean energy options and reducing energy consumption

· Presented to faculty on reducing energy usage within the school

· Collaborated with the school’s Sierra Club in an event regarding environmental issues

· Collaborated with the Avon Clean Energy Commission in planning a town-wide competition between schools regarding reduction in energy usage

· Created posters to hang around the school with various energy saving tips

· Contacted Simsbury schools regarding a future competition between the towns’ schools based on amount of clean energy sign-ups

Common Ground High School, Team A, New Haven

Contact: Rachel Gilroy rgilroy@nhep.com 

Goals:  Unite Common Ground community to come together to design a “Green” 20 year master pan.

· Implement an out-reach “leading green” Fair

· Participate in Master Planning Process

· Collect/promote proposals with a focus on green/sustainable design

· Create a Water Harvest/Conservation Proposal

· Create a Grey Water Proposal

Common Ground High School, Team B, New Haven

Contact: Rachel Gilroy rgilroy@nhep.com 

Goals: Create a plan to make the school more energy efficient.

· Develop [Energy] proposals for the “Green” 20 master plan.

· Develop proposals for re-working existing energy output

Common Ground High School, Team C, New Haven

Contact: Rachel Gilroy rgilroy@nhep.com
Goals: 

· Analyze  our school’s environmental practices in relation to food and waste 
· Initiate sustainable strategies to conserve resources to lesson our environmental impact and save money.

· Identify problems by looking at what we throw away and implement positive change

E.O. Smith High School, Storrs

Contact: Gary Bent gbent@eosmith.org
Goals:

· Promote awareness of climate change by getting teachers involved in curriculum pieces, week-long teach-in, interactions with classes in other schools and countries. 

· Promote recycling to 50% of trash in school and work with local businesses on recycling.

· Promote energy conservation at school

· Promote clean energy with local businesses.

Accomplishments:

· Planning Bike to School week in May.

· Working with UConn Eco-Huskies on sneaker recycling drive.

· Working with Green Teens on composting and recycling.

· Participating in Earth Day activities with Town of Mansfield.

· Participating in senior class event “Ending Apathy” on May 8.

The Foote School, New Haven

Contact: Pamela Harmon

Goals:

· To move our school towards being carbon neutral.

- Reduce “Vampire” energy loss.

- Research alternative fuel energy providers for the school.

- Visit with administration to encourage the use of alternative energy providers.

- Calculate the carbon sink of the trees and green spaces on our campus.

· To come up with a non-toxic eco-friendly way to control mosquito populations in specific areas of our campus.  This also helps an imperiled species. 

· To make on campus waste disposal and recycling more accessible and more user friendly.

· To increase composting of lunch compostable food remains.

· To initiate a battery recycling program for school families. 

· To further use our compact disk recycling program.

· To encourage students and faculty to pack more eco-friendly lunches which generate less trash and less food waste.   Include in this message the ecological advantages of using locally produced food when possible.

· To increase environmental awareness of teachers, students and families. 

Accomplishments:

· Raised $360.66 with our weekly sale of low-carbon-footprint apple cider from a local farm (purchased from a small locally owned market).

· We worked with Amy Kaplan in our development office to learn about the grants, the grant writing process and to research applying for a grant for native trees for our campus.  Will apply for this next year after our new science building is built. 

· Purchased three Kill-o-Watt energy monitors which will be used across campus to help teachers and students assess “vampire” energy loss in each classroom. 

· Completed initial Carbon Footprint using the Green House Gas Emission Calculator assessment of our school. 

· Researched bat needs and purchased two large bat house kits from Bat Conservation International, which will be constructed and hung in mosquito heavy areas.

· Started a 6th grade composting project.  We are planning on extending this to 7th – 9th grade next year. 

· Worked with our development office to apply for a grant from the Coca-Cola bottling company for more and newer recycling bins.  

· Hosting the Earth Day on Earth Day assembly for the entire school.  

· Started an Environmental Action Group Environmental stewardship award, which will be awarded at the 2010 Earth Day assembly to a grade or individual who has demonstrated the most active environmental stewardship over the year.

· Initiated “Green Moment” eco hint announcements at Middle School weekly assemblies. 

Lyman High School, Lebanon 

Contact: Kelly Ennis Kelly.ennis@lebanonct.org
Goals:
· Reduce energy use at Lyman Memorial High School by 10%.

· Educate Lebanon citizens and Lyman staff and students about renewable energy sources including Lyman’s new wind turbine. 

· Offset  Lyman’s carbon emissions by purchasing land in Costa Rica through the organization Reforest the Tropics.

Accomplishments:
· Organized an after school pizza party to get students involved in the team

· Went on after school “energy patrols” to collect data on unnecessary energy consumption; reduced the number of computers left on by 60% since March

· Reported data from “patrols” over morning announcements to raise awareness among staff and students

· Created notepads from paper in recycling bins for teacher use

· Placed paper recycling bins in every classroom

· Put a box for used printer cartridges to be recycled in the teachers’ lounge

· Put a box for junk mail in teachers’ lounge and contacted 24 companies to remove the teachers from their mailing lists

· Contacted town officials and business owners on energy initiatives

· Organized a presentation by Lebanon Energy Task Force on their organization and energy efficiency project scholarship contest

·  Contacted the Norwich Bulletin to cover the Task Force presentation 

· Got two fundraisers started including reusable stainless steel Lyman water bottles and eco-friendly cleaning products to raise money for school wide initiatives 

· Applied for grant through Captain Planet website

· Planned a community wide Earth Day clean-up

· Provided information to public about new wind turbine to be installed on campus in May and clean energy sign ups at Earth Day booth

Montauk Home School, North Stonington

Contact: Neil MacKillop mackillopneil@yahoo.com
Goals:

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Stonington by giving the town the information to focus on the most productive areas, by doing an audit of the town's energy use and ghg emissions

· Recycle waste from Ivoryton's post office

· Take solutions from Ivoryton's post office and implement them in the Stonington and Centerbrook post offices

· Implement post office solutions state-wide, regionally or possibly nation-wide

· Do an energy or ghg emissions audit of own homes

Accomplishments:

· Started gathering information for town audit

· Met with Stonington First Selectman and got his agreement to provide access to a computer, office, and phone to complete a spreadsheet audit of the town's greenhouse gas emissions

· Met with Stonington Head of Public Works; he gave information for the audit of Stonington

· Met with Chair of local chapter of Sierra Club and he agreed to help with audit of Stonington

· Met with Ivoryton Post Master with an initial outline and plan to re-cycle plastic. He is awaiting approval for the plan from his superiors in the post office system and has discussed the possibility of recycling plastic on a regional basis. In the meantime, he is accumulating plastic waste and we have his permission to take it to a recycling company in the area so that we can determine how much plastic is involved and how to recycle it on a more permanent basis. The Ivoryton Post Master will also allow us to implement plastic recycling in the Centerbrook Post Office since he is also the Post Master there.

Montessori Magnet School, Hartford

Contact: Elizabeth Slade  eslade@crec.org
Goals:

· To reduce our electricity use 10%, food waste 75% and paper usage  25%

· To increase our recycling program by 25%

· To raise awareness in our school and our community

· To make a better, more beautiful outdoor environment

· To raise money for solar panels for our school

Accomplishments:

· Divided our Team into groups: Reduce, Recycle, Raising Awareness, Gardening, Fundraising

· The groups met independently and created the Action Plans 

South Windsor High School, South Windsor

Contact: Danél Eitel deitel@swindsor.k12.ct.us
Goals:

· To increase school wide and public awareness of climate change and CO2 reduction in a variety of ways.

· To promote reuse and recycling of bottles within South Windsor High School.

· To purchase open space within South Windsor to limit recently occurring urban sprawl, which increases traffic, air pollution, CO2 emissions, and a variety of land and water impacts.

· Promote local produce and products.

· Promote organic products.

· Promote planting of indigenous trees.

Accomplishments:

· Host the 2nd annual Earth-a-palooza event at South Windsor High School.

· Pledges by students and community member to take one action to reduce their carbon emission.

· Collaboration with various groups and organizations to increase the awareness of CO2 emissions.

Staples High School, Westport

Contact: Michael Aitkenhead Michael_aitkenhead@westport.k12.ct.us
Goals:

· Reduce energy use via 800KW solar panels and computer sleep settings

· Create Middle and Elementary School Green Clubs

· Improve quality of student/teacher recycling, especially plastic/e-waste.

· Turn the school/farms into ‘models’ and town educational/recycling centers.

· Perform little to no-cost energy audits for Westport homes.

· Obtain water bottle refilling and ‘Biosystem’ compost stations for cafeteria.

· Eco-fest 2010

Accomplishments:

· Eco-fest 2009 and 2010

· 8KW solar power photovoltaic system.

· Coca Cola recycling program supplements recycling system with teachers.

The team collaborates with the PTA, school facilities, food services, school administration, environmental town private organizations (ex. Biosystem composting, Gault Energy), and numerous public town green organizations (ex. GVI).  In fact, many budding town organizations seek out Club Green as a critical step in building their initiatives (ex. Septic initiative, PTA Green committee, GVI)

Totoket Valley Elementary A Team, Northford

Contact: Carrie Seiden cseiden@northbranfordschools.org
Goals:  

To make our school and town greener by:

· Increasing community awareness of the importance of tree planting to help absorb greenhouse gas

· Educating staff and students about the importance of conserving energy and being less wasteful of earth’s resources

· Encouraging a waste-free lunch lifestyle 

· Increasing the amount of local fruits and vegetables used in our cafeteria

· Partnering with Wallingford Electric to make our building more energy efficient

Accomplishments:

· Partnered with North Branford Park and Recreation. We will raise awareness of climate change and the need for trees at our Town’s annual Corn and Potato Festival “Spud Run” (to be held on August 8th, 2010). 

· Ended the “you must take a milk” policy at our school

· Created a school wide campaign to reduce electricity usage 

· Increased lunchroom recycling

· Measured Totoket Valley’s carbon footprint 
Totoket Valley Elementary B Team, Northford

Contact: Carrie Seiden cseiden@northbranfordschools.org
Goals:

· Promote energy conservation in the school and community

· Increase community awareness of climate change and other environmental issues 

· Educate the community about hazardous household chemicals and safer substitutes 

· To measure TVES carbon footprint

· To obtain a North Branford Education Foundation grant of $350 to cover the cost of school wide environmental education assembly through the Department of Environmental Protection about our environmental footprint.

· To install motion sensing light switches in classrooms

Accomplishments:

· Persuaded our Principal to match any funds we raise (up to $750) towards the purchase and installation of motion sensing lights for classrooms

· Organized Alliance for Climate Change (ACE) presentation for North Branford Middle School (Fall 2010)

· Calculated TVES carbon footprint

· Applied for a mini grant through the North Branford Educational Foundation to bring in a Carbon Footprint/Energy Conservation Expert for 3rd, 4th and 5th grade school assemblies (May 2010) and to pay for the materials needed to hold a classroom environmental poster contest after the assembly to see how much everyone learned.  

Two Rivers Magnet Middle School, East Hartford

Contact: Christy Hazen chazen@crec.org  
Goals:

· To learn about ways to save energy and reduce waste and teach others

· —7th graders trained at Project Learning Tree’s “Green Schools” 2 day workshop (gave school 4 energy monitoring pieces of equipment) and 6th graders trained at ACE’s one day workshop ,

· --Formed the Green Rivers team which meets weekly – teach others in the group and throughout the school
Accomplishments:

· Monitor the temperature, humidity, wattage and light (foot candles) with our new energy equipment donated by Project Learning Tree. Find places where energy is being used poorly and check or change

· Alert custodians for water leakage with faucet in boys’ bathroom and drinking fountain 

· Using  motion detectors to turn off lights and replace all lights with CFLs

· Month of April—daily tips on “going green” on the AM announcements and also collecting electronics 

· Designed a Green Rivers t-shirt and created a Green Rivers web site . There is a link that tells about our group and projects: http://www.tworivers.crec.org/
· Planning a “Green Day” on April 15th

· Family/community  science and math day -Green Rivers will have a booth and activities on our Saturday  May 15th (environmental theme)

· $6k grant we received from Project Learning Tree to build a compost for the school and also may purchase a WindSpire to conserve energy

· Use only green cleaners in our school—found out that it will soon be mandated for ALL schools in CT

YGreen, New Haven

Contact: Doreen Abubakar doreenabubakar@hotmail.com
Mission: To prepare youth to learn entrepreneurship. To understand and advocate green living principals and lifestyles as a means to establish a sustainable green enterprise.

Goals:

· To promote energy efficiency in homes.

· Reduce incandescent bulb usage in urban communities.

· Increase student exposure to environmentally friendly ideas.

· To establish a youth directed environmental social enterprise. 

· Students learning by doing.
Accomplishments:

· Students participated in entrepreneurial training to learn how to organize and run a business.

· They developed an interactive presentation and demonstration, to show the energy consumption used for CFL vs.  Incandescent bulb.

· A game was developed to help people to understand how saving energy will save them money on their electricity bill each month.

· For Earth Day they will launch a school wide student “One Billion Bulbs Challenge” Changing the World One Bulb at a Time.

· Each classroom will have a lesson on how to be energy efficient at home.

· They will do a home survey for fluorescent lights and compare the wattage use of a compact fluorescent light CFL and incandescent. 

· Each student will tally the percentage of CFL’s are being used in their home.

· Then they will be given the opportunity to engage in our fundraising project

to purchase CFL bulb at a drastic discount. 

· A Website has been developed to track the success of the Challenge www.YGreen.biz 

Phase Two, Continuing Teams

Coventry High School, Coventry

Contact: Mike Peracchio mperacchio@coventryct.org  

Goals:

· To increase school-wide recycling and reduce cafeteria waste.

· Increase student exposure to environmentally friendly ideas.

Accomplishments:

· Placed more recycling bins in their school

· Created an electronics pledge sheet for teachers to turn off lights, computers, etc.

· Implemented the use of reusable plastic trays for the school cafeteria, greatly 

reducing the amount of waste produced each day.

· Provide students with a weekly environmental tip

· Called students to action through an all-school assembly by the Alliance for 

Climate Education.

Danbury High School, Danbury

Contact: Andrea LaRosa larosa@danbury.k12.ct.us 
Goals:

· Make flower gardens out of unused areas of our campus (maybe someday vegetable gardens).

· Introduce composting to our campus and compost 20% of our biodegradable waste.  

· Stop using foam lunch trays in favor of a biodegradable material like sugar cane fiber.  

Accomplishments:

· Created “Touch My Earth” film

· Continue the annual Green Rhythms Concert with an attendance of at least 300.

· Organize a community climate change festival.  

Hillcrest Middle School, Trumbull

Contact: Douglas Cucchiarelli cucchiad@trumbullps.org
Goals:
· Get the school to start recycling 

· Start another Keep CT Cool team in the middle school and the high school for next year

· Lower the temperature of our pool. 

· Work with Best Buy to help us recycle old electronics from the residents of Trumbull 

· Spread the message of going green through the clubs at our school and challenge them to make their club greener.
Accomplishments:

· Starting a recycling program

· Reducing our Carbon Footprint

· Using announcements and encouraging clubs to increase recycling participation

Nathan Hale Elementary/SEMI Program, New London

Contact: Jody Barthel barthelj@newlondon.org
Goals:

· Revitalize the NLPS Recycling Program initiated in 2006

· Educate and train the NLPS students, staff and community for a lifetime of sustainable living

· Develop an understanding of the Watershed and Water Use

· Continuation of SEMI /Reforest the Tropics collaboration of carbon offset forest and education

· Promote Multimedia Outreach Programming for the community

Accomplishments:

· Construct and distribute an online Teacher Recycling Survey and Student Recycling Survey for staff and teachers of NLPS

· Meet with NL Fire Marshal and NL Solid Waste Manager to find a solution to bring NLPS into compliance with State Law regarding recycling

· Planting of NLPS sponsored carbon offset forest and continued classes and  Interdistrict participation with Thames River Watershed Project

· Host Alliance for Climate Education Assemblies (ACES)

· Provide programming to Public Access TV: Channel 22 of SEMI Environmental Outreach Programs



